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The Elder shall serve the Younger
Topic:  “What is implied by the phrase ‘the elder shall serve the younger’?”  (Genesis 25:23)
Rebekah’s barrenness implied that she needed divine intervention to conceive a child.  Isaac and Rebekah prayed for a child, and God answered.  While Rebekah was pregnant, she asked God about the struggle that was going on inside her womb.  She was carrying twins, Esau, and Jacob.  The ongoing struggle in Rebekah’s womb was a clear representative of the forthcoming struggle in the years to come between the people in the womb. It is however, more surprising that God states that “the elder shall serve the younger” (v. 23). God’s words contradicted the traditional Ancient Near Eastern customs whose elective work of God transcends.[footnoteRef:1] “The elder shall serve the younger” means that the younger (second born) will take the leadership mantle and lead the elder (first born), something that contradicts all societal customs at the time since the elder will have all privileges lost. “The status of the first-born was thus bound up with responsibilities and obligations on the one hand, and rights, privileges and prerogatives on the other, including a double portion of the patrimony.”[footnoteRef:2]    [1:  Davis, John J. “Paradise to Prison: Studies in Genesis.” Salem, Wisconsin. Sheffield Publishing 
        Company. 1995, 232.]  [2:  Ibid. 232.] 

       Jacob thus owed his supremacy not to natural order or to human will but to divine election.”[footnoteRef:3]  The choosing of the younger over the elder (Jacob over Esau) by God disregarded the natural laws and order hence paving way for great antagonism and opposition (see Matt. 19:30; 20:16). The conflict was further enhanced by Jacob and his mother’s attempts to cling to the oracle and achieving the promise.[footnoteRef:4]  Per Ross, if God has chosen you, do not expect the world to congratulate you.   [3:  Allen P. Ross, “Creation and Blessing: A Guide to the Study and Exposition of Genesis,” Grand Rapids,
          Michigan, Baker Books, 1996, 439.
]  [4:  Ibid. 440.] 

Another most important thing found in this portion is “the older will serve the younger” (v. 23).  . These “reversals” signify God’s grace which is sovereign. Besides, it implies that God’s blessings are not an automatic right that anyone attains but whoever God chooses to give. Instead, the blessings of God accrue to those without any claim to it whatsoever. Whatever they receive, they don’t deserve at all (cf. Rom. 9:10-13; Mal. 1:1-5).[footnoteRef:5] [5:  Longman, Tremper, III, and David E. Garland. “The Expositor’s Bible Commentary: Revised 
        Edition, Genesis-Leviticus.” Grand Rapids, Michigan. Zondervan. 2008] 
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